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Protecting Texans
Through Early Detection

Dear Provider,

As you are aware, disease reporting and surveillance provide the foundation for
effective disease prevention and control. Texas law requires that health care providers
and facilities report specific information regarding notifiable conditions to their local or
regional health department. Your role in disease reporting is essential to protecting the
health of Texans.

Public health experts analyze the Iinformation they receive regarding notifiable
conditions. This analysis helps to identify cases or clusters of infectious diseases and
detect outbreaks. With your help we can work to mitigate the spread of disease, identify
disease or condition risk factors and reduce morbidity and mortality. This information
also helps to identify areas for health education projects within your community.

Public health has identified this as a priority area. As a result, we have developed
a coalition to enhance partnerships with reporting providers. This includes local health
departments and the Department of State Health Services regional office.

The coalition has developed a set of materials that is intended to make reporting
notifiable conditions as simple as possible. The package includes the current notifiable
conditions list, 24/7 contact information for local and regional health departments in your
area, and an interactive CD. The CD contains links to up-to-date disease specific
Information as well as instructions on how to register for the Public Health Information
Network (PHIN). This network is an on-line, real time information and alert system for
public health issues and emergencies.

We encourage you to help do your part by reporting notifiable conditions, outbreaks or
exotic diseases to your local health department. As community leaders, we all need to
use our influence to increase community awareness of disease outbreaks. We
understand that a healthy community starts with you, and no one knows your community
better than you do.

Thank you for your time.

This Project is a Partnership of:

TEXAS A& M
HEALTH SCIENCE CENTER
SCcHOOL OF RURAL PuBLIC HEALTH



